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When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd,
his heart was moved with pity for them,
for they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach them many things.
—Mk. 6:34, from the Gospel for the 16th Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Those of us of a “certain age” may remember a singer named
Mel Tormé whose voice was dubbed “the velvet fog.” We have our
own velvet-voiced singer in the person of our music minister,
Steve Filkins. He joined the parish staff in fall 2019 and brings an
impressive resumé (see Humilitas December 2019). A native Okla-
homan, an ecumenical church musician, and a gifted singer, pianist
and organist, Steve has served in music ministry at First Christian
Church, Christ the King, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian and Little
Flower Catholic Church. He holds a degree in Sacred Music from
Ada’s East Central University (2016) as well as another undergrad-
uate degree from Oklahoma Baptist University, earned many years
earlier. He also has a diverse background in accounting in business
organizations. What you don’t know are some of Steve’s favorite
things:
● Favorite composers: From the late Romantic and Impressionist
periods, Claude Debussy, Gabriel Fauré, and Erik Satie.

● Favorite piece of music:Monica’s Theme from the movie AI;
"Where Dreams Are Born" by John Williams sung by Barbara
Bonney

●Most difficult piece of music played: Scriabin Sonata no.4 in
F sharp major, Op.30

● Favorite musical instrument: Piano
● Favorite style of music: Both classical and ambient
● Favorite musical memory: Receiving a trophy at UCO in 1971
for pianist competition in a music festival and then a trophy at
Carl Albert High School graduation for musician of the year.

● Favorite popular song: Cherish (sung by The Association) or
Longer by Dan Fogelberg

● Favorite hymn: For All the Saints
● Favorite music composition personally written: Prayer for Di-
vine Love

● Favorite singers: Mel Tormé and Gérard Souzay
● Favorite essential oil: Frankincense Essential Oil
● Favorite exercise venue: Shape Fitness in Midwest City
● Favorite food dish: Shrimp Scampi with noodles (at
Charleston’s Restaurant)

—Monica Knudsen

Music This Side of Heaven Part 3
Or Steve Filkins' Favorites

To see Steve play online:
https://www.youtube.com/user/sfilkins2009

Music This Side of Heaven Part 3
Or Steve Filkins' Favorites
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After two years of intensive study, seventy-three Con-
firmands received the sacrament of Confirmation. Heart-
felt congratulations go to all for their growth in faith,
their hard work and commitment, especially because
they were meeting through Zoom. This year they were
able to invite four family members to a special Mass on
May 1, 2021.
The following Confirmands share their thoughts with

us on their Confirmation experience:
Adrian learned that God is our friend and not our ene-

my and He is always there for us. He enjoyed time spent
relaxing and playing in the gym and felt that everyone in
the church helped him grow closer to God.
Alonzo’s favorite memory of the Confirmation process

was the retreats.
Arianna said, “an important part of my faith journey

was that I was able to learn to easily express my faith
with others my age.” She was delighted to get to know
people she might never have talked to before! The re-
treats and playing games in the gym are among her fa-
vorite memories.
Azahel said “by praying every day we are taking one

step closer to God.” Her favorite memory of Confirma-
tion was seeing the happiness of everyone, meeting other
students and making new friends. Azahel chose St. Ce-
celia for her Confirmation name and enjoyed learning
more about her.
Chantal learned “that my faith is important and it

should be an important part of my life. I always know
that God is there with me. I should always believe in
God and never give up.” Her favorite memory is going
on the retreats.
Cristal’s favorite memories were the retreats and “the

actual BIG DAY that we were confirmed.” She contin-
ued, “Through classes and readings, I learned ways I
could develop, grow or even start a relationship with
God. At the retreats, listening to the helpers tell of their
journey/relationship with God, gave me an idea of just
how big an impact/change a relationship with God is.
Not only is it beneficial because it gets you involved in
your faith but it’s a wonderful and powerful thing to
have.”
Cynthia said “I felt a true connection to God and to the

church during my first year retreat.” She also said,
“When my parents said I had to go to confirmation class-
es, it was definitely not what I had expected. Now that
I’m ready to do my Confirmation, I feel as if I have a
better relationship with God that wasn’t there in the be-

ginning and I’m so glad I did it. I met really amazing
people and their life stories truly inspired me. I can’t
wait for what God has in store for me next because I
know this is just the beginning.”
Evelyn said that “whenever Beatriz told us something,

I always kept that in mind all week and my week was
better.”
Joseph found Confirmation helped him “find my pur-

pose in the church. I learned how to really build a rela-
tionship with God.”
Juan said, “God loves us no matter what.” He found

free time in the gym an enjoyable memory.
Maria found that meeting people and making friends

was her favorite memory of her Confirmation studies.
She said, “My life can change when I focus on my faith
and have conversations alone with God. I now feel
equipped to help others understand part of our faith.”
Victor loved the challenge of the readings and chapter

quizzes. He said, “regardless of transitioning to a virtual
setting, our faith increased.”
Victoria said, “I learned and grew with my peers and

researched the lives of the saints.” She added, “during
the first year retreat I remember something that really
stuck with me was when we took time in the evening to
sit and pray. I remember being unsure about what would
happen but once I started I felt safe and at peace. The
emotions and headspace I was in was very special and
that experience definitely had an effect on my faith jour-
ney.”
These youths, listed below, also received the sacra-

ment of Confirmation:

Confirmation 2021 Congratulations!

Aaliyah Acevedo
Anthony Aguirre
Edward Buz
Luis Corona-Perez
Ivan Crittenden
Karla Delara
Alonzo Delara
Nadia Deloera
Jaiden Deleon
Jaylee Deleon
Ricardo De Los Santos
Kimberly Escalera
Andres Escobar
Juan Luis Escobar
Julia Escobar
Manuel Escobar
continued next page . . .

Confirmation 2021 Congratulations!
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Shelby Escobar
Jesus Esparza
Ramiro Estrada
Roberto Figueroa
Brianna Flores
Arturo Fuentes
Diego Galaviz
Diego Gallegos
Esteban Gallegos
Laisha Gonzalez
Evelyn Gutierrez
Anthony Hernandez
Gregorio Hernandez
Nicole Hernandez
Gustavo Hernandez
Miguel Hernandez
Leesa Hudson
Clemente Lopez
Giselle Luevano
Salvador Luevano
Carolina Luna
Jennifer Luna
Karin Martinez
Fatima Morales
Esteban Mosburg
Cynthia Ortiz
Isabel Passillas
Mathew Passillas
Sebastian Passillas
Julianne Perez
Brayan Reyes
Jorge Reyes
Rodrigo Rojas
Fatima Serna
Jannet Serna
Rocio Saucedo
Alexa Tobon
Joel Velasco
Jose Velasco
Mark Velasco
Milly Velasco
Christopher Valles
Merissa Yanez

July Saints and Days

01 [USA: St. Junipero Serra]
03 St. Thomas; Feast
04 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Independence Day
05 [St. Anthony Zaccaria; USA: St. Elizabeth of Portugal]
06 [St. Maria Goretti]
09 [St. Augustine Zhao Rong and Companions]
11 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
13 [St. Henry]
14 USA: St. Kateri Tekakwitha;Memorial
15 St. Bonaventure;Memorial
16 [Our Lady of Mount Carmel]
18 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
20 [St. Apollinaris]
21 [St. Lawrence of Brindisi]
22 St. Mary Magdalene; Feast
23 [St. Bridget of Sweden]
24 [St. Sharbel Makhlūf]
25 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
26 Ss. Joachim and Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary;Memorial
29 St. Martha;Memorial
30 [St. Peter Chrysologus]
31 St. Ignatius of Loyola;Memorial

Sign seen on a church:
Don't put a question mark where God puts a period.

A quote from a famous boxer:
Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.

——Muhammad Ali

6 My friend once used laughing gas as deodorant.
He smelled funny the whole day.

6 My whole life I thought Chewbacca was an Ewok.
Wookie mistake.

6 What flavor is the toothpaste in jail?

Imprisonmint.

k
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The word Jubilee comes from the Book of Leviticus,
according to founder Kristen Donovan, “an idea that
God restores people to whole and new life and His vi-
sion for us is to live as He created us to live.”
Now located at All Nations Church of the Nazarene at

10th and Pennsylvania, Jubilee Partners is supported by
individual donations and a handful of grants. It serves
families in extreme poverty and their children.
One of the seeds that grew into this inner-city lifeline

was a request from a distraught uncle, raising his niece
and nephew. He said, “Kristen, my nephew just failed
the third grade reading test. They’re telling him he can’t
do all these things because he doesn’t have the skill of
reading. Kristen, when are you going to start a school?”
The challenge: paying tuition was far beyond the

means of students’ families. After prayer and consulta-
tion, Jubilee Partners became a non-profit consisting of
two programs, Jubilee Academy, a pre-school for eight
to ten children (ages 2-4) and phonics and reading tutor-
ing for 100 children at Eugene Field Elementary. Addi-
tionally there is an after school program for 35 students,
and the Summer Kids Academy mid-June through July,
with average enrollment of 60 kids. Altogether they op-
erate under the umbrella Jubilee Partners.
Like many humble projects with eventual big impact,

it started small in a chance kind of way and became what
it is today under Kristen’s inspiring vision and leader-
ship. Her college friend interned at an inner-city summer
kids program in 2005. She mentioned, “We need help
with teaching kids.”
So on Thursday nights for two years, Southern

Nazarene University college student Kristen volunteered
to teach 4-7 year olds in a modest cinderblock building
next to First Indian Church of the Nazarene. Located at
4th and Lee, the church served homeless persons and
families in extreme poverty. She said, “I was just kind of
shocked at the level of poverty that kids and people in
our city experience.”
After college graduation, Kristen began what she

thought would be her vocation as a children’s pastor in
New Mexico. The Lord beckoned her back to Oklahoma
City in 2009. “I realized my passions and my giftings
are with the poor and the broken.”
Through the church, the neighborhood, word of

mouth, relatives, siblings, the families came to call Ju-
bilee home. Kristen said, “For many of the families we
serve at Jubilee, they carry added baggage; of genera-
tional poverty, of addiction, of incarceration. Our goal is
to come alongside them and help them know there is a
God who has created them for beauty and for goodness
and that they don’t have to hold on to those chains . . .

that they can be free . . . restored to the way God created
them to be.” Kristen said, “our mission is not just the
child but it’s the family and how do we help the family
be successful long-term.”

Jubilee provides a sense of family, a routine, stability,
fun, prayer, safety, care and love, structure, meals, aca-
demics, life skills, healthy relationships, field trips and
so much more. Pre-schoolers enter public school kinder-
garten on a level playing field with their peers, knowing
colors, numbers, and letters. Grade schoolers receiving
individual help do not fall behind in an overcrowded
classroom. Children of working parents are safe and
busy after school in a loving environment. In the sum-
mer, unsupervised time in a dangerous neighborhood is
instead filled with fun activities at Summer Kids Club.
Kristen gets tears in her eyes when she is asked about

her graduates. *Jacob is an electrician, has two children
and volunteers to fix electrical projects around the build-
ing. *Mark is a paramedic living in Missouri. Kristen’s
foster daughter, *Michelle, volunteers at a similar orga-
nization in Kansas City and aspires to start her own
project someday. They are a few of many success sto-
ries.
Kristen says there is always a need for donations and

volunteers who can share talents; teach piano, gardening,
woodworking and hobby classes (one hour a week),
cooking meals, fixing things in the building and play-
ground, tutoring and more.
For further information:
http://www.jubileepartnersokc.org
Facebook: Jubilee Partners
*Names changed for privacy.
—Monica Knudsen

My Passions and Giftings are with the Poor and the Broken – Jubilee Partners

Non-profit in a Pandemic
Kristen Donovan says, “The Kingdom of God looks

like all of us rallying around each other and supporting
each other through the trials we face . . .” That was
tested at Jubilee Partners through the pandemic. She
continued, “Last summer we took our program to the
families. We visited them in their front yard. Each
family was visited once a week but we went for two
hours to each family’s yard and we brought lunch and
squirt guns and books. We read books. We did a craft.
We also delivered lunches every day that we were not at
their homes and took other activities for them to do on
the days we were not scheduled. It caused us to think
outside the box. And with higher impact in some ways.
We met 15 or 20 new kids that way because the
neighbors would come over.”

My Passions and Giftings are with the Poor and the Broken – Jubilee Partners
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St. Charles Borromeo—July 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 3 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27

31

11 2 2 1 2

28 30 31

11 1
Confessions every
Saturday at 3 pm
Adoration every

Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

29

1

M
1
7
14
21
28
31

T
1
8
15
22
29

W
2
9
16
23
30

T
3
10
17
24
27

F
4
11
18
25
28

S
5
12
19
26
29

June 2021
S
0
6
13
20
27
30

M
2
9
16
23
30
1

T
3
10
17
24
31

W
4
11
18
25
28

T
5
12
19
26
29

F
6
13
20
27
30

S
7
14
21
28
31

August 2021
S
1
8
15
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IndependenceDay

4:00 PM-5:30 PM
Welcome Social

for
Fr. Banowsky

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery

Eye Clinic

6:00 PM Social
Ministry Board
-Kastner Room

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

3:00 PM-7:00 PM
School Office

Open

3:00 PM-7:00 PM
School Office

Open

3:00 PM-7:00 PM
School Office

Open

3:00 PM-7:00 PM
School Office

Open

7;00 PM Baptismal
Seminar Eng in
meeting Room C

7;00 PM Baptismal
Seminar Eng in
meeting Room C

5:30 PM
Finance Board

7;00 PM Parish
Councli-Zoom

Clinic

3:00 PM Clinic

3:00 PM Clinic

3:00 PM Clinic

3:00 PM Clinic

Adoration
11AM - 3PM
Wednesday

5:30 PM
Stewardship
Meeting-Zoom

6:30 PM
Peace & Justice

-Zoom

7:00 PM
Matrimonios y

Relaciones Saludables
-Beckman Hall

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

8:00 AM-4:00 PM
School Office

Open

4:00 PM Newsletter
Meeting

-Kastner Room

Parish Staff Retreat
-Office Closed

11:30 AM
Senior Mass

11:30 AM
Senior Mass

11:30 AM
Senior Mass

11:30 AM
Senior Mass

11:30 AM
Senior Mass

9:00 AM Clase
PreBautismal en
Beckman Hall

9:00 AM Clase
PreBautismal en
Beckman Hall

8:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

8:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

6:00 PM
Baptisms
English

11:00 AM
Bautismos
Español



Humilitas
We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Michael Carpenter,

John Cunningham, Alejandra Godinez, Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Margaret Phipps
print shop: Karen Flores, Jennifer Hernandez-Reyes

Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org
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Baptisms-May
Aitana Regina Mendoza Velasco

Leo Guzman
Matias Delara Lopez

Daniel De Loera Ramos
Dylan Ramirez Araujo
Amy Maricruz Ponce
Alisse Rouse Lopez

David Carrillo Salgado Jr.
Luis Eduardo Martinez Martinez

Victoria Saldivar Arias

New Parishioners-May
Luis Tovar & Raquel Hernandez

Teresa Lyman
Ben & Christy Reed

Kimberly Pioc
Jon Forde

Jorge Lopez & Maribel Figueroa
Christopher Harris

Eduardo & Esmeralda Escobar
Megan Hunt

Maximino Mendez

Anniversaries-July
July Anniv
02nd John and Marilyn Smalley 33rd
05th Cesar and Jenny Cano 36th

Albert and Mary McCutcheon 47th
Steve and Sally Nash 36th

16th Tim and Stacie Guerra 27th
26th Joe and Mary Ann Brueggen 47th

Doug and Karen Oliver 40th
31st Roger and Andrea McCoy 39th

Dennis and Charlene Thorne 39th

Parish LifeParish Life

Deaths-May
Madell “Hank” Halpin

Mary Margaret Williams
Erick Mora Hernandez

Weddings-May
Eric Sifuentes & Alma Rodriguez



In the thirty five years I have worked at St. Charles there
have been many individuals who have been part of my
ministry and my family life. This parish is blessed with
quite a few who give so generously of their time, talent
and their treasure to ensure that their home parish is every-
thing it can possibly be and that we can work for the mis-
sion of the church.
One such couple really shined while they served their

time on earth and in this parish. Lola and Charles Wilmes
were very active within the parish and served as servants
to families who lived in the Carver Community and helped
develop the Social Ministry Board. Matter of fact Lola was
on the board when I was hired. She was also part of the
original group in the Archdiocese to start the Parish Nurse
group and was one of our original volunteers in our free
clinic.
They both served as lectors and he was on the parish

council. Charles died a few years back and Lola had even-
tually had to move to senior housing. Lola joined Charles
during the last year and even if she had been away from
St. Charles for a while, this place still mattered and she
and Charles continued to give generously through their
wills. Two of their children knew it was important to their
parents so they hand delivered a check to us, Catholic
Charities and McGuinness.
Their faith was very strong and important to them and

they put all they could into this parish when they were
alive and gifted us even after they were gone. We should
all look within ourselves and decide if our faith is indeed
important enough to share after we are gone.
—Margaret Phipps

Stewardship aWay of Life and After LifeStewardship aWay of Life and After Life


